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INTRODUCTION 
 
The City's Landscaping Guidelines have been prepared to support and be read in conjunction with the City's 
Landscaping Policy. This document provides guidance on application of the policy, outlining matters to be 
addressed in landscaping plan, and design requirements. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
 
Landscaping Plan 

The landscaping plan submitted shall be scaled and including the following: 

1. Scale, north point, site level contours, all lot boundaries and dimensions. 

2. Materials and finishes of all external areas, inclusive of areas for vertical landscaping, landscaped 
balconies, vehicle access and parking (details of lawn variety, mulch type and depth, nature of any 
hard surface). 

3. Plant schedule indicating botanical name, quantity, pot size, height and spread at maturity for proposed 
plants (generic legends not satisfactory). 

4. Location of all plants in the schedule clearly indicated on plans. 

5. Reticulation type and method of operation. 

6. Notes on any specific maintenance requirements. 

7. All verge areas adjoining the site including existing street trees. 

8. Nature of any barrier separating landscaped areas from vehicle manoeuvring areas. 
 
The level of detail required for landscaping plans may be varied by the City on a case by case basis with 
consideration to the scope and nature of development being proposed. 
 
Landscaping Design 

Landscaping plans shall address the following matters: 

1. Landscaping utilised to improve site amenity, providing natural shading, wind barriers, privacy 
enhancement, visual relief from built form, screening of service areas, and buffers to adjoining sites. 

2. Provision of various plant species appropriate to the local conditions and environment. Native plants 
are encouraged to reduce water and fertiliser usage, as well as provide food and habitat for native 
fauna. 

3. Plants provided at an appropriate density, spaced to achieve a suitable level of cover to landscaped 
areas. Considerations in determining appropriate density include the maturity of stock provided and 
eventual size of the plant. 



 

4. Provision of trees in accordance with the City's Trees on Private Land and Street Verges Policy. Trees 
with a large canopy are preferred, spaced to maximise canopy cover at maturity, and located with 
consideration to minimise potential impediments to growth. 

5. Mulch provided for all garden beds at a depth of 5-10cm. Coarse, chunky mulch including a mixture of 
plant materials at different sizes and products displaying the Waterwise and Smart Approved 
WaterMark symbols are recommended. 

6. Lawn only provided in areas which can be feasibly maintained and with adequate access to direct 
sunlight. Drought tolerant varieties are strongly encouraged and artificial varieties are not permitted. 

7. All landscaped areas being provided with reticulation. 

8. Principles of Waterwise gardens and water sensitive urban design. 

9. Verge areas adjacent to development sites included as part of the landscaping plan. Permissible verge 
treatments are detailed in the City's Street Verges Policy. 

10. Plants with a height at maturity exceeding 0.75m not located within 1.5m of a vehicle access point, or 
within 6.0m of a street intersection with an angle less than 90° or verge width less than 5.0m. 

11. Landscaping designed to avoid the undue obstruction of views between development and the primary 
street or resulting in areas of concealment or entrapment. 

12. Roof and vertical gardens may be considered in addition to landscaping requirements. 

13. Potted plants and landscaped areas with a dimension less than 0.5m are discouraged, and will not to 
contribute to any required landscaping provision. 

 

RESOURCES FOR LANDSCAPING INFORMATION 
 
The City has prepared a number of tools to assist in landscaping design, plant selection, preparation, 
planting, and maintenance of landscaped areas. The following documents available on the City's website 
may be utilised to guide preparation of landscaping plans: 

 Local Native Plants Guide - Information on watering, pruning, mulch, fertilisers, and includes a list of 
local native plants and specialist nurseries. 

 Tree Planting Guidelines - Information to assist in determining an appropriate tree species and 
location, and advice on transporting, planting, and maintaining trees. 

 Suggested Tree Species for Private Property - A list of trees by size recommended for use on private 
property. 

 Street Verge Greening Guide - Information relating to suitable verge landscaping treatments and 
associated requirements. 

 
The Water Corporation and Department of Water and Environmental Regulation websites also contain 
numerous documents and information with advice on a range of recommended landscaping practices 
associated with Waterwise gardens and water sensitive urban design, including: 

 Garden Designs for Perth  Biofilters 

 Low Maintenance Lawn  Pervious Paving 

 Waterwise Garden Guide  Rainwater Storage and Reuse 

 Waterwise Verge Guide  Swales and Buffer Strips 
 

https://www.bayswater.wa.gov.au/online-services/forms-and-publications/policies/2016/trees-on-private-land-and-street-verges-policy
https://www.bayswater.wa.gov.au/online-services/forms-and-publications/policies/2019/street-verges-policy
https://www.bayswater.wa.gov.au/CityOfBayswater/media/Documents/Local-native-plants-guide.pdf
https://www.bayswater.wa.gov.au/CityOfBayswater/media/Documents/Planning/Tree-planting-guidelines.pdf
https://www.bayswater.wa.gov.au/CityOfBayswater/media/Documents/Suggested-tree-species-for-private-property-new.pdf
https://www.bayswater.wa.gov.au/online-services/forms-and-publications/guides-and-checklists/2017/street-verge-greening-guide
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/
http://www.water.wa.gov.au/home
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/files/residential/save-water/saving-water-in-the-garden/popular-garden-designs-for-perth-and-the-south-west.pdf?la=en&hash=F693B72391B9072A26FE5F269762BB2B24E114EB
http://www.water.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1598/99305.pdf
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/~/media/files/residential/save-water/saving-water-in-the-garden/installing-and-caring-for-your-low-maintenance-lawn-brochure.pdf
http://www.water.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/1745/99299.pdf
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/files/residential/save-water/saving-water-in-the-garden/your_guide_to_a_waterwise_garden.pdf?la=en&hash=E6478DA03936C132DAF06EEDC6FBC96F2BD142E7
http://www.water.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1762/99298.pdf
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/files/residential/save-water/saving-water-in-the-garden/your-guide-to-creating-a-waterwise-verge.pdf?la=en&hash=AA17E433B63BF85A664CE2B6D2A6DEE278E296A1
http://www.water.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/1731/99295.pdf

